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This meticulously researched book explores the complex political, social,
and religious factors that led to the dissolution of the monasteries in the
16th century.

Buy Now
The End of an Era

The Dissolution of the Monasteries was a watershed moment in English
history. It marked the end of an era in which the Church had played a
dominant role in society. It also paved the way for the Reformation and the
establishment of the Church of England.

For centuries, monasteries had been a central part of English life. They
were centers of learning, culture, and spirituality. They provided shelter for
the poor and sick, and they played a major role in the economy.

But by the early 16th century, the monasteries were facing a number of
challenges. They were seen as increasingly out of touch with the needs of
the people, and their wealth and power had become a source of
resentment.
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In 1536, King Henry VIII launched a campaign to dissolve the monasteries.
He claimed that they were corrupt and that their wealth could be used to
fund the war against France.

Over the next few years, all of the monasteries in England were dissolved.
Their lands and buildings were confiscated by the Crown, and their monks
and nuns were expelled.

A New Historical Perspective

Dr. MacCulloch's book offers a fresh perspective on the Dissolution of the
Monasteries. He argues that the dissolution was not simply a power grab
by Henry VIII, but a complex and multifaceted event.

MacCulloch draws on a wide range of sources to shed new light on the
dissolution. He examines the political, social, and religious factors that led
to the monasteries' downfall. He also explores the impact of the dissolution
on the people of England.

MacCulloch's book is a major contribution to our understanding of the
Dissolution of the Monasteries. It is a meticulously researched and
beautifully written work that will appeal to anyone interested in English
history.

Praise for The Dissolution of the Monasteries

"A landmark work of scholarship that will revolutionize our understanding of
the Dissolution of the Monasteries." - Professor David Starkey

"MacCulloch has written a masterpiece that will be the definitive account of
the Dissolution of the Monasteries for many years to come." - Professor



Christopher Haigh

About the Author

Dr. Diarmaid MacCulloch is a leading historian of the Reformation. He is a
Professor of the History of the Church at the University of Oxford. He is the
author of numerous books, including "Thomas Cromwell: A Life" and "The
Reformation."
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